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Greetings Fellow Airflowers! 

 

     As I pen this message, spring has sprung ï March 20, 

2011.  This year, spring is the season of the 48th Annual 

Airflow Club of America National Meet.  Please get 

your registration forms in early!  Durango will be a great 

place to be in June.  In addition to the many tourist-

oriented things to do, the weather should be great.  I 

looked it up, and in June the average high temperature is 

81 degrees, the average low is 41, and the precipitation 

averages just 0.8 inches of rain. 

     A few weeks ago, I received an email from Ed Heys 

of Hemmings Motor News.  Ed writes a monthly col-

umn covering antique auto ads.  He is interested in a 

series of advertisements wherein celebrities of the day 

tout the virtues of Chryslerôs yet-to-be-introduced 

ñMotor Car of Tomorrowò.  In one such ad, Carolyn 

Edmundson, ñleading fashion artist of Harparôs Bazaarò 

exclaims that ñIôve been to a hideaway engineering 

camp in the north woodséIôve seen an astonishing mo-

tor caréthe new Airflow Chrysler which is soon to be 

announcedò. 

     Mr. Heys asked if I knew anything about this north 

woods engineering camp.  He pointed out (correctly) 

that the Chelsea Proving Grounds came about much 

later.  In fact, construction of Chelsea started in 1952, 

under the direction of Tobe Couture.  There is an Air-

flow link, in that Couture was the driver of the Trifon 

special in which the celebrities (as well as Walter P. 

Chrysler) rode at the engineering hideaway!  I recalled 

reading about this somewhere, and after a brief search in 

my small Chrysler/Airflow library, I verified my distant 

memory and shared the information with Ed. 

     Carl Breerôs manuscript indicates that the Airflow 

team wanted to test and demonstrate the Trifon in secret, 

so they contracted with a farmer named Strubble to use 

his large acreage and fish-camp facilities a few miles 

north of Grayling, Michigan.  Grayling is about 200 

miles north and a bit west of Detroit.  The prototypes 

were trucked in an enclosed van at night to the Strubble 

farm.  Breer notes ñImagine the shock the local farmers 

must have experienced in 1933 to see a vehicle with the 

radically different shape of the Airflow (prototype) pass 

them by.ò 

     I am seeking permission to include parts of Mr. 

Breerôs manuscript in future Newsletters; the Airflow 

relevant chapters are a very interesting read! 

 

Airflowingly until the next issue, 

 

Frank 
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     After talking to my good Airflow Club member friend, Ray 

Jackson of Chicago about my dilemma, he said, "That's a piece 

of cake. I will load my tools and equipment and drive up to 

Roseville, (a suburb of Minneapolis), and talk to our mutual 

friend and Airflow Club member Jim Fredrick who owns a 

1934 CWò.   

     Using the back of Jimôs car, Ray and his good friend Kent 

McPhail from Chicago made a mold using a technique that he 

was very familiar with which involves using mold release on 

the body and then using fiberglass matting and resin to make a 

mold. Ray returned to Chicago and used the same procedure on 

the mold to create a ñbuckò on the inside of the mold using lots 

of wood for strength.   

Ray then shipped the mold and buck to me in California.                                                               

      My body man Jeremy Wortham was familiar with using a 

buck to make a metal form. The procedure was to take a piece 

of sheet metal large enough to cover the buck and then take a 

leather bag full of lead buckshot (approximately 25 pounds and 

drop it numerous times on the metal to make a rough form.  He 

then used body hammers, grinders, and heat to finish the form 

which was then welded onto the CW body.  Body filler, primer 

and sanding finished this project and now the body was 

ready for paint.  

     I would like to thank Ray and Kent for the assistance 

in getting my CW closer to completion.  Further, thanks 

Jim for allowing us to use your CW to make the mold.  

        The Putnam ó35 CW is worth at least a ñBuckò 
What does a person do when there are no patterns for the back end of a 1935 CW body; 

when most of it is missing, due to rust and rot?  This is how we solved the problem!                               

                                      
                                                  Article by Phil Putnam, photos by Jim Fredrick and Phil Putnam 
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Advertisment compliments of member Jim Fredrick, Roseville, Minnesota 

RAIN THWARTS PART OF WESTERN     

REGIONôS MEET AT SAN DIEGO 

    Attendees were Chuck and Shirley Hill, Jerry and Phyllis Allstott, Ken and Adel Crabill, Paula and Jim Lightfoot, Ruth Seeley, 

Roger and Susan Opfer, Bill Burchett, Theodore Thieman, Joe Crabill, Neal Jacquot, Dennis Pitchford, Gary and Sandy Grossich, 

Connie and John Librenjak, Chandler Smith, David Felderstein, Michael Palumbo, Frank Daly and Tom Prince. Photos: J Lightfoot 

     Late February brought the Western Regionôs annual-

meet at San Diegoôs Qual Com Stadium. For two consecu-

tive years, rain put a damper on members searching for 

parts. Qual Com grounds were closed to the public early 

on Saturday, due to the possibility of flooding.   

    The annual dinner on Saturday night was still well at-

tended at Old Townôs Casa de Guadalajara Restaurant. 

Great Mexican food coupled with music enjoyed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Tony and Myriam Palmer, 

hosts at the Durango, Colorado 

ACA National Meet ð June 8-

12, 2011 

 

Flyer included with this   

Newsletter 


